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MDPA has enjoyed the benefits of the support of DCITA in re transmitting free to air
television to our immediate district. We are also pleased that the Department is being
proactive in what we see is the next and important step in the delivery of Digital free
to air television. Unfortunately, | do not possess the technical mind required to give
valid comment for some of your discussion points but | will comment where | can.
Currently our technician is away but will be able to make further comment with
associated costs involved with the conversion.

Concerning individual transmitters Vs multiplexer transmitter, | would offer the
following:

* Our service is now self funded in its day-to-day operation, but we recognise
that running costs do need to be kept to a minimum. Therefore the simplest
and easiest systems to maintain would be what we would seek to install,
should sufficient funding be made available. This would rieed to be
comparative to those households that receive direct transmission from the
broadcaster(s).

* Ibelieve that our broadcast antenna, receivers, cabling, racks and combiners
are sufficient to enable immediate digital broadcasting, therefore our set up
costs would primarily be centred around the replacement digital transmitters
and associated equipment.

® Our preference would lean towards individual transmitters.

* We would continue to use our current maintenance plan with the possible
addition of remotely controlling the system.

DTH satellite services would be an option for our area BUT anecdotal evidence
suggests that local content is important to most viewers. The same evidence

suggests similar for those who elect to use Pay TV only to disconnect 2-3 years

down the track due to the repetitive nature of the service.

Timing- the sooner the better but we do recognise the importance of getting it right.

. In our area, | believe roll out is nearly complete so once tests are complete and possible
interference mapped, then | suppose we could start digital re- transmission.

Regards,
Chris Smith
Sec.MDPA
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