Broadcasting Live to approx. 90% of New South Wales and Southern Queensiand

22" March, 2010

Regional Radio Content Review

Radio Broadcasting Section

Department of Broadband, Communications and the Digital Econorr_ly
GPO Box 2154

Canberra ACT 2601

Dear Sir,
Re: Review of Locaj Content Requirements for Regional Commercial Radio

The Supernetwork welcomes the opportunity to contribute, to the review of the local
content requirements for regional commercial radio.

presence,

It is important to make very clear that, like our industry body (Commercial Radio
Australia), the Supemetwork does not seek to reduce the 3 hour local content
requirement for our regional commercial radio stations (i.e. 15 hours per week).

However, it is Opportune to stress that there are a number of aspects of the current
legislative provisions in relation to trigger events and the local presence licence
condition that potentially threaten the viability of not only the Supernetwork, but of
the regional commercial radio industry in general.
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Definition of ‘trigger event”.

media events.

The Supernetwork believes that the definition should be refined so that g number of
current trigger event instances such as family share transfers, and, corporate
restructures that do not impact on the ownership of the stations, are no longer

Further, it is the view of the Supernetwork that section 43C be amended so that the
requirement to broadcast “material of local significance” applies only to 46 weeks of

periods over traditional holiday periods. The concession is therefore sought to assist
in the management of basic staffing and logistic requirements.

Relaxation of the local presence licence condition

With respect to the “trigger event” issue the SuperNetwork believes that the local
presence licence condition js unfair, inequitable and devalues regional radio stations.
The freezing of staff numbers, with no end date, as well as to maintain in perpetuity
the same number of production facilities is an unfair imposition on any business, let
alone a regional radio station, that is “in effect” required to stand in time and not
improve through the use of improved technology or facilities.

The Supernetwork strongly supports the industry-wide preference for the repeal of
section 43B and Division 5C of Part V.



BILETARALIS
MANAGING DIRECTOR



