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National Broadband Network: Fibre-to-the-premises (FTTP) in Greenfield Estates Consultation Submission  (June 2009)
From: Adelaide Hills Regional Development Board 
Executive Summary

The Adelaide Hills Regional Development Board (AHRDB) supports the Australian Government’s decision to require fibre-to-the-premises (FTTP) infrastructure in greenfield estates that receive planning approval after 1 July 2010. 
It recommends that:
· an incentive be offered to developers, who have already received planning approval but have not yet completed the development, to encourage them to install FTTP rather than wait for NBN Co to retro-fit as a brownfield
· broadband access be considered as a utility similar to electricity, water and sewer when determining the regulatory approach

AHRDB prefers that the Australian Government legislate to directly require developers to ensure FTTP infrastructure and services are available to consumers (Model 1)
Background

The Adelaide Hills region consists of two local government areas administered by the Adelaide Hills Council (AHC) (population 39,028) & the District Council of Mount Barker (DCMB) (population 28,270), both in the Federal electorate of Mayo. These local government areas are located immediately to the east of the Adelaide metropolitan area and consist of dormitory suburbs, small townships, a regional centre and rural land, split by the South Eastern freeway (M1) from Adelaide to Murray Bridge. Parts of the region are considered to be outer metropolitan Adelaide. (see maps: http://www.adelaidehills.com.au/node/63) 
There are 84 towns in the region, but only ten of these exceed 1,000 people. 
Subdivisions are restricted in the Adelaide Hills Council area due to planning constraints related to metropolitan Adelaide water catchment area, but are common in the District Council of Mount Barker with many approved greenfield estates at various stages of development and several large developments under assessment.
Some new estates have RIMs with inadequate capacity, one of the larger estates has exclusive Telstra Velocity FTTH, but many other older estates have pair gain limitations, which generate a significant volume of complaints from residents unaware before purchase that they may be unable to obtain ADSL broadband. Fixed wireless broadband is available in a limited number of areas currently without ADSL or fibre.
Source of feedback
This submission provides feedback from the District Council of Mount Barker, one of two local government areas in the region. Feedback from the Adelaide Hills Council was not available at the time of this submission. Further comment has been provided as a result of feedback received by the writer in his role as Clever Networks Regional Project Manager, broadband development.
Regional Growth and Demographics
Overall regional population growth is about 0.8% pa (ABS: June 2005 to June 2006), with Planning SA forecasting a population increase in the Adelaide Hills region from 64,293 to 74,741 by the year 2021. However this growth has not been uniform throughout the region, as the District Council of Mount Barker has been experiencing consistent growth that place it within the top 5 LGAs. With recent rezoning of 140 hectares of greenfields land in Mt Barker and the nearby townships of Nairne and Littlehampton, this is expected to continue with Planning SA predicting growth of 25% to 20,000 people by 2013.

With this in mind, it is important that future greenfields developments receive the benefits of FTTP.
Greenfield Developments

The Adelaide Hills region, has a large number of established housing estates, retirement villages and Council supported independent living facilities within its boundaries. In addition, there are greenfield developments in various stages of approval and development that are predicted to house another 10, 000 people over the next twelve years. Existing developments range in size from 5 -1000. (greenfields definition needs clarification)
Role of Local Government (Q1-Q7)
The following response (italics) to the National Broadband Network Consultation Paper was received from the District Council of Mount Barker (11/06/2009)
· Council's position is that broadband access is a utility similar to electricity, water and sewer

· Council does not support Option B (Model 2) in regards to broadband access been assessed by Council at the Land Division stage as it is likely this would be subject to a wide range of approaches and therefore inconsistency; and 

· It is suggested that one possibility which may be satisfactory is for the completion of FTTP connection to be a requirement before the issuing of a Certificate of Title.
……… please note that Council does, in some cases put on a condition regarding requirements of ETSA been meet, however it is up to the developer to approach ETSA and gain a letter stating all requirements have been meet rather than Council making an assessment of works.  
This response supports the need for a nationally coordinated approach.
Possible legislation (Q9-Q12)

· The definition of a greenfield development should be kept as broad as possible with the minimum size for an eligible greenfield development as low as possible (5 or more) to avoid more costly retro-fits at a later brownfield stage. 
· Incentives should be provided to developers, who have already gained planning approval but not yet installed telecommunications infrastructure, to install FTTP. 
· Similar requirements to those on estates should apply to multi-dwelling units such as flats and retirement villages and to office blocks

Commencement date ( Q17 –Q19)

Transitional arrangements should discourage the installation of copper, but until infrastructure standards can be provided this may be unavoidable.

Developments approved before 1 July 2010 should be discouraged from installing copper, although as a result neither the developer nor consumer should be expected to pay a penalty. Appropriate incentives should be provided to developers to bridge the price difference, which at this stage is considered to be approximately $1500.

Competition to service green field estates (Q23 )
In South Australia, there is already a publicly available database (EDALA: Electronic Land Division Lodgement site) of subdivisions. This is accessible to both developers and infrastructure providers and should allow carriers to approach developers at an early stage in the development process.
http://www.edala.sa.gov.au/
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Clever Networks
Regional Project Manager
broadband development 

38 Adelaide Road 
Mount Barker  SA  5251
Ph: 08 8391 1374 
Fax: 08 8391 1382 
Mobile: 0438 827 234 
www.adelaidehills.com.au 

This project is supported by funding from the Australian  Government under the Clever Networks Program and aims to enhance the understanding of, access to and use of broadband in the Adelaide Hills Region.
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