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We welcome the opportunity to comment on this paper.

The Australian National Data Service (ANDS – http://ands.org.au) aims to: 

· influence national policy in the area of data management in the Australian research community

· inform best practice for the curation of data

· transform the disparate collections of research data around Australia into a cohesive collection of research resources

 

ANDS is funded by the Australian Commonwealth Government's Department of Innovation, Industry, Science and Research (DIISR). The funding has been provided through the National Collaborative Research Infrastructure Strategy (NCRIS) as part of the Platforms for Collaboration Investment Plan.

We would like to make the following comments about the paper:

1. There are only limited references to research data as produced by universities and other government funded organisations, and none to data being produced outside of the Sciences. It is our belief that increased access to this data and moves towards routine data sharing is important because:

a) Making the data accessible increases the possibility of re-use, and thereby allows for new conclusions and opportunities, as well as the reduction in replication of effort. This offers the prospect of significant savings in both manpower and in the pressure put on our limited number of major scientific instruments such as the Synchrotron.

b) Making the data accessible facilitates the testing and validation of research claims and thus enhances the process by which research and knowledge generation is self-correcting. This improves the reliability of inquiry.

c) Increased access to research outputs is on the rise internationally and Australia  will be left out of the international data space if we do not actively participate. We expect that other countries will continue to encourage more sharing, and note that Open Access advocate Harold Varmus has been recently appointed as co-chair of Barack Obama's “President's Council of Advisors on Science and Technology”.

d) We have an opportunity to leverage our strengths in this area, which are our cohesive national higher education system (unlike that in the US) which is less bureaucratic than those in the EU.

As such, we believe that this should be raised as a critical part of the paper.

2. The wider availability of research data offers the potential for increased innovation by Australian industry, and in combination with other government data helps our research and therefore our international competiveness 

3. The wider availability of research data (for instance in areas such as water, climate, social aspects etc) will hopefully enable all levels of  government to better understand the conditions that require their decisions.
4. It is our contention that government funded research data should be made routinely publically available with recognised exceptions (for instance privacy etc), and that researchers should be required to release publically funded research data within a set time frame (as should government). We understand that the cost of making this data available in all possible formats would be too high, so there should be a reasonableness test, but as much raw data as possible should be made available.

5. ANDS also wishes to draw attention to the following work that it is undertaking as part of its activities:

a) We are working on digital literacy issues connected to the increase in the amount of data being produced.

b) We are examining methods of measurement of research data reuse, and we believe that it is becoming feasible to measure this using increasingly available data identification techniques. As such, the Commonwealth should look to considering this as a measurement option.
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