IBM welcomes the Department of Broadband, Communications and the Digital Economy's consultations on the 'Digital Economy Future Directions'.  We consider it important for the Government to examine issues around Australia becoming a digital economy.

The future of all Australians and the Australian economy rest on Australia fully becoming a digital economy. This will be achieved when all unnecessary barriers to Australia becoming a digital economy have been removed.  Apart from measures to protect citizens (and the network), there is no need for any other barriers.  Without a fully open and accessible digital economy, we will miss the opportunities and benefits of growing our economy and improving our everyday lives.

IBM has contributed to the Australian Information Industry Association's response to the Consultation paper and we support their comments.

Therefore, rather than repeating these views, we would like to supplement their comments by providing the following information:

   'The Digital Road to Recovery: A Stimulus Plan to Create Jobs, Boost

   Productivity and Revitalize America, by the Information Technology and

   Innovation Foundation.  This report quantifies the economic benefits in

   terms of job creation from 'smart economy' funding in the Obama

   Administration's Economic Stimulus Package, currently being considered

   by the United States Senate.  The 'smart economy' funding directed

   towards broadband, ehealth and smart energy grid technologies.

   An early copy of the Economic Stimulus Package (15 January 2009), so you

   can see the Obama Transition Team's initial package that was put before

   the US House of Representatives.  This includes the smart economy

   funding that the above report measures in terms of job creation.

   The speech by IBM's CEO and Chairman, Sam Palmisano, to the Council on

   Foreign Relations on the 6 November 2008.  This speech explains IBM's

   views about how economies around the globe are becoming increasingly

   instrumented, creating huge amounts of information.  Economies can use

   technology to use this information to develop 'intelligence' and

   transform themselves into 'smart' economies that are far more capable of

   addressing our very significant challenges, including the global

   financial crisis and climate change.  Fundamental to this is better

   utilising the digital economy and expanding access to high speed

   broadband.

   These comments and documents are not commercial-in-confidence.

We would be pleased to discuss any aspect of these documents, or the issues raised, at a convenient time.  Please do not hesitate to contact either myself (details below) or Kaaren Koomen on her mobile on 0412 625 963 or by email on kaaren@au1.ibm.com.
