3. Developing Australia's knowledge and skills base 

· Partnership opportunities between existing businesses and closely located educations institutions are an option. This allows qualifications to be gained hand in hand with industry experience. While this sort of idea has existed for some time it has traditionally had limited benefit. Some sort of tax relief consistent with the level of input form the business involved may be an appropriate driver. Additionally if it is linked with the remainder of the comments below it may have enough impetus to operate with no additional incentives. 

· School to Post-grad approach. A logical path needs to be created to give students exposure to opportunities within digital economy opportunities available in their local region, with logically aligned vocational and/or undergrad programmes also available locally, linked with local industry involvement, leading to post-grad opportunities to assist in up skilling and retaining high level professionals in the local areas who will in themselves drive local innovation, provide lecturing capacity and act as mentors, as well as ensuring the businesses that are generating these opportunities are also retained in the local environment. 

The vision of what this could be within our region is: 

Using the Australian Centre for Digital innovation (a joint venture between VUE Pty Ltd - a CGI television and film house, and ISA Technologies - a supercomputing company) as the industry partner a school onwards programme would ensure local students had the opportunity to engage with the industry prior to deciding on future careers as well as allowing the local University campus to become a specialist in aligned education product. In addition lower level skills could be developed through the local TAFE college - the top level employees of the ACDI would potentially provide well-qualified lecturing and tutorial capacity of the university and university students would be confirming their learning with on-the-job training and getting experience on cutting edge technology.

In order to achieve this we would need a school based program embraced by the local schools and the Department for Education but not run by the Department for Education. This is because we would want to ensure that all schools (both public and private) had the same access to the program and industry and tertiary education partners had good input and some ownership of the program. The thought is to base it on a digital animation competition, with the winners having their concept fully worked into a short film in partnership with the local professional studio. The linkage with the local university and TAFE campuses would then allow the most interested of these students to also interact with existing students and lecturers with a view to progressing into that industry.

This then provides both the critical mass of students to support the university and TAFE institutions developing or importing specialist digital content and computer science courses that also enable the local industry to employ from a local talent base. The involvement as a post-grad level also ensures that the best of both these students and the professionals working in the area continue to study improving the capacity for ongoing innovation and retaining and attracting high achievers.

As can be seen this is an approach we are currently scoping out this project in these terms but are yet to work out how to progress it. Hopefully the explanation of what we would like to achieve locally put the above bullet points in to context. One thing that this type of approach will need is significant co-operation across several federal and state government departments along with a local delivery partner for the school based programs.

4. Ensuring Australia's regulatory framework enables the digital economy 

· My major comment in relation to this is that for the digital economy to operate effectively the enabling infrastructure needs to start being considered in the same context as other vital infrastructure (roads, electricity, water etc). Until this occurs constraints are always going to be encountered. This will require certain backbone infrastructure being either owned and built, or at the very least guaranteed by government to provide a level playing field to people retailing services from it. The classic example of this is the NBN. If the Federal government owned the full fibre infrastructure it could then lease access to service providers at competitive rates, utilising the income to upgrade the infrastructure on a community benefit rather than the purely market driven focus a commercial provider needs to have. 

6. Measuring the digital economy and its impacts 

Some of the measurements I think will be valuable into the future include: 

· Available broadband speeds to discrete localities. 

· Wholesale broadband costs by locality. 

· Take-up of different broadband packages by locality. 

· Upload and Download volumes by locality. 

· Available capacity versus usage by locality. 

As can obviously be seen above the information by locality is important from my perspective for understanding where regions are at and future decision making by both businesses and the different tiers of government.
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