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SPAA is the industry body that represents Australian independent film and television producers on all issues affecting the business and creative aspects of screen production.

SPAA members include television, feature film, animation, documentary, TV commercial and interactive media production companies as well as services and facilities providers such as post-production, finance, distribution and legal companies.
Key issues identified by SPAA in relation to the Digital Economy Future Directions Consultation paper are:

The development of multiple digital platforms facilitating access to screen content has had a significant impact on the process of post digital effects production (PDV) and on distribution channels and audience consumer behaviour and the ongoing commercial exploitation of titles. The latter in turn has had a marked impact on the economic production funding models of old. Producers are also increasingly delivering additional discreet complimentary online support material to accompany screen projects developed for television and theatrical release with limited resources. 

Financial returns from online screen content are yet to mature and sources of finance including policies to stimulate private investment in online screen content are still unrealised.  Several SPAA members have reported the only way they were able to develop an Australian online presence for their screen content was by ‘piggy backing’ with their offshore co-productions partners’ online work. Clearly such arrangements encourage digital online presence to be developed offshore and operate as a barrier to screen producers fully positioning for and participating in the development of commercial opportunities that are evolving within the digital economy. 
Digital capacity to enable carriage of audio visual product – the pipe-line that supports fast and secure sharing of digital material during production and post production nationally and internationally as well as distribution to the market on completion has a direct impact on the industry’s economic prospects. 

In addition the skills set required to service a high-end PDV market are scarce and in demand internationally. Training partnerships and incentives to continue to develop and retain our digital skills and market competitiveness are imperative.  The recommendations outlined in Attachment A: NSW Post-Production, Digital and Visual Special Effects (PDV) Industries Review report by Thomas Barlow are supported by SPAA and were developed in close consultation with leading PDV companies in NSW.

Rights management whilst challenging needs to be streamlined by industry rather than diluted any further in relation to copyright or extension of exemptions within the digital sphere. In the case of existing or back catalogues the rights management issues are costly and can act as a deterrent to any further market distribution. SPAA recognises that the development of an industry agreed approach that will facilitate greater opportunities to trade in screen content within the digital space is vital.  Further, that easy, legal, commercially affordable access for consumers to Australian screen content is an important deterrent to access via piracy.

SPAA fully endorses the issues raised by AFACT in their submission to the Digital Economy Future Directions Consultation paper.  Legal, educative and administrative improvements are necessary to reduce piracy. A requirement for carriage service providers to assist in identifying the illegal exchange of copyright material online, particularly in the area of peer-to-peer data flow is important.  

Government’s measurement of digital economic success must consider both the level of public access, as well as the economic activity such access either fosters or undermines for Australian companies and in turn Australian creation of quality content for national and international commercial digital distribution.   

It is imperative that screen content is not included in any relaxation of Government policy in relation to Open Access to Public Sector Information.  Government funding is an important stimulus for the production of screen content in this country and there is a danger that a broad interpretation of ‘publicly funded cultural ... collections’ could apply to screen content in receipt of direct, indirect or public broadcaster funds. SPAA does not support any suggestion that screen content commissioned or funded by public broadcasters, Screen Australia or the Producer Offset from the independent sector be made freely available to the education sector, without compensation for additional exploitation of rights to the creators of that content.   

The exploitation of rights across various platforms is a key strategy embedded in government Producer Offset policy. The returns gained through increased Producer equity involvement are expected to build Production companies’ sustainability and their ability to reinvest into the sector. The capacity for the screen content to build the knowledge economy of the nation should not be considered as separate or as a usage that falls outside commercial usage given there is a commercial cost in the provision of such material.

If an extension of usage were sought without additional and fair compensation, government would effectively be limiting the extent to which the Screen Industry is able to mature within the digital economy.  In relation to these issues SPAA also strongly supports the submission prepared by Screenrights to the Digital Economy Future Directions Consultation paper. 
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