The West Gippsland Regional Library Corporation wishes to respond as follows;

1. Public libraries  in Victoria are about to extend wireless broadband

access to each and every library across the state as part of an

effort to provide free and accessible 
internet access other than with

fixed PC's.(current project in 09 supported 
by Vic State Govt funding).

2. It is  important for state and Federal government  to support the

extension of digital access to new and emerging resources though public

libraries. A Scandinavian library loans digital set top boxes 
and LCD

screens to allow the public to explore new mediums.

3. We wish to point out the  ongoing financial support that local

government provides to meet an ever increasing demand for digital access

through their library budgets.  

4. Local govt  also provides digital access through  facilities  owned

and leased by councils.

5. Public libraries are required to provide for significant growth

annually in broadband useage by the 
public. 

6. Public libraries play a critical role by providing open  hours of

access for communities right across 
the nation.

7. The need for a national target for broadband speed to public

libraries. Holland's Delft library has its own fibre access!

8. The potential for extending the roles that public libraries play in

supporting the attainment of new digital skills by members of the population. This could be achieved by the funding of IT skilled positions similar to those employed in Stockholm's Meeting Place (i.e. the Laptop Dr!)
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